
Community Connections  

A Message from the Executive Director Kelly Christie 
 

Wow, how exciting for me to be writing my first 
volunteer newsletter as Executive Director of 
Woolwich Community Services! But what is more 
exciting is all the FABULOUSNESS that has been, is 
and will be happening at WCS. 

Let me introduce the new staff , Tina Reed is our 
permanent full-time Coordinator of Community 
Supports, and Deanna Pereira has a maternity 
leave contract as Community Resource                
Coordinator. Tina and Deanna will be sharing with 
you a bit about themselves and what their work 
involves. if you get a chance please stop in and 
meet them  (and say Hi, to me too!) 

I feel it is so important to keep the volunteers of 
WCS informed of what is happening because you 
are the backbone of the agency. You along with the 
dedicated staff are the reason we are able to      
initiate new programs knowing you will support us 
with your time and expertise. 

Many new initiatives and partnership have taken 
place recently: 

 The partnership with Home Hardware Head 
Office continues to grow. This summer we   
expanded the distribution of vegetables      
received from the garden to more people 
through the Food Share Program. Thanks  to 
Nicole and  Helga for spending your summer 
providing the Summer Food Share Program. 

 Two new youth initiatives are taking place; we 
have partnered with Male Allies to focus on 
healthy male relationships and with Kindred 
Credit Union focusing on healthy financial  
habits.  

 

 Woolwich Community Health Care Centre 
is hosting their Care Giver support group 
the first Tuesday of each month at the 
WCS Office. 

 The most recent partnership is with 
Leroy’s Auto Care.  Leroy has agreed to 
accept car donations from the general 
public. Leroy and his team will assess the 
car to decide if it is financially worth    
repairing. If it is worth the repairs,  
Leroy’s staff will provide the repairs free 
of charge to qualify the car for a safety.  
WCS staff will arrange for the car to be 
gifted to a family or individual living in 
Woolwich Township who would benefit 
from owning a car, and is able to afford 
insurance and plates. Thanks Team Leroy. 

 
       Please read on to find out more details. 
 
 
 We all look forward to the exciting times 
ahead and the many new initiatives and    
partnerships. Please feel free to share your 
ideas with us as to how we can  
continue to, together make a difference   
building a safe supportive community!    
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Hello everyone, as some of you may know I am 
brand new to Woolwich Community Services. I am 
so excited to be a part of the team here in my new 
role as the community resource coordinator. I am 
taking over for Leigh-Ann as she is on maternity 
leave and am grateful for the opportunity. I 
thought it would be nice for me to introduce    
myself to those who I have not already met, and 
give the others a chance to get to know a little 
more about me. I recently graduated from the 
Bachelor of Public Relations program at Conestoga 
College this past August. I was very fortunate to 
have a program where I got to do a co-op        
placement where I was able to take on a role as 
Special Events Coordinator at a golf course for 2 
years. This was an amazing experience for me as I 
found my passion for planning and organizing    
several events. I have always been the type of   
person who strives to help others and give back in 
any way I can. I found planning events and raising 
money for great causes to be such a rewarding 
experience, and one I am thrilled I get to continue 
doing here at WCS.  I am also very new to the area 
of Elmira! I grew up in a small town, Waterford 

Tina– New Coordinator of Community Supports 

Hi everyone, though I’ve been around WCS for 
a few years now I thought you’d like to know a 
bit about me and my journey to this            
wonderful point in my career. I have lived in 
Elmira since 1985, attending EDSS and working 
at MANY places in town (including the old ice 
cream booth that was in front of Vince’s, 
which should date me a bit!). I’ve had many 
jobs from waitressing, warehouses and offices, 
to being an electrician for seven years. In 2007 
I had to change my career and went back to 
school. Overcoming my anxiety and low        
self-esteem I completed many years in school 
coming out the other end with a Bachelors of 
Social Work and a passion for working with 
people. That program led me to WCS. I did my 
placement here from April – December 2015 
working in various programs with Kelly and 
also with Virginia in the Family Violence     
Prevention Program. All through that year, as I 

spent time with everyone who works here, the     
volunteers and participants, I realized WCS was 
where I needed to be. Everything about this place is 
amazing. Each person that works here is so            
passionate about their jobs and the people they 
work beside. Oh, and the volunteers!! Your           
dedication is impressive and inspiring! Working    
beside people in my community was so rewarding 
and I learned so much from all who I came in contact 
with. So for 2016 I volunteered here in hopes that 
something would open up. My first opportunity 
came when Leigh-Anne left and I took the maternity 
leave contract. Then, the big shuffle when Don     
retired, Kelly became the new Don, and I became 
the new Kelly as a permanent position. Now I have 
my dream job!!! It is my dream job not because of 
what I do, but because of the people who now touch 
my life on a daily basis. Can’t get rid of me now, I’m 
a “lifer.”   

 

 

Deanna– Community Resource Coordinator  

Ontario, which is about an hour and a half away 
from here. I moved to Kitchener for college and 
have resided here for the past five years. I am still 
learning so much about WCS and all that we do 
here and will continue to learn as I go. If you are in 
the area or the office please feel free to come say 
hello and introduce yourself. I am trying to        
remember everyone's names but don’t feel bad if 
you need to correct me from time to time as there 
are so many amazing   people to get to know in 
this community. I would like to thank everyone for 
being patient and kind on my arrival to the agency 
and could not ask for a better group of staff and 
volunteers to work beside in this job. It is truly 
inspiring to see the great work that my coworkers 
and volunteers have accomplished in the past and 
I hope to extend support and assistance to future 
successes. I am looking forward to an exciting 7 
months ahead!  

 

 



WHAT IS NEW? PARTNERSHIPS 
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Kindred Credit Union  

Youth Budgeting Program 

WCS recently partnered with 

Kindred Credit Union to offer a great  financial  

literacy series; Each One Teach One. There 

are 12 series, the one we chose to support 

youth with is basic budgeting skills. There was 

a two day workshop offered and there will be 

another opportunity on  October 30th for a 

session on credit and prepaid cards.  An adult 

program will be offered in the new year. If 

you or someone you know is interested in 

increasing their financial knowledge give us a 

call.  

Leroy’s Auto Care  

Congratulations to two of our very own    

volunteers Catarina & Kelly who were our 

first two recipients of vehicles from our new 

partnership program with Leroy’s Auto Care.  

If you are need of a vehicle please give us a 

call  at the WCS office for more information. 

519-669-5139.  

If you would like to donate a vehicle to this 

program you 

can contact 

Leroy’s Auto 

Care. 

Male Allies– Creating Leaders Among Boys & Men 

A new program has begun at the Woolwich Community Services Youth   

Centre. Creating Leaders Among Boys & Men  is a free program offered to   

8-12 year old boys and their fathers, grandfathers, or male mentors. William   

Fujarczuk is an educator with the Sexual Assault Support Centre of Waterloo 

Region and is leading the program. His work is focused on teaching men and 

boys healthy masculinity through interactive games and activities on the first Monday of 

every month from  6:30-8:30 PM on a drop in basis.  

Kiwanis Food Drive 

The food drive began in 1997 and has been 

continuing successfully ever since. It is the     

Kiwanis Club's largest community service 

project every year. This year the             

door-to-door drive will take place on      

Saturday November 18th, 2017 starting at 

9AM. Please leave all non-perishable      

donations in a bag or box on your front 

porch. If for some reason you are missed 

you can drop off donations at WCS office 5  

Memorial Ave, Elmira. 

Winter Wear Program  

In 2015 WCS was approached by Trinity 

United Church’s  ‘Social  Concern &         

Outreach Committee’ to see if there was a 

need to hold a coat drive for families with a 

limited  income. That is when the winter 

wear program was born. A wish list of    

family requested items is passed on to the 

Trinity United Church’s congregation for 

gently used clothing or money donations to 

purchase the needed items.  

In 2016 a total of 24 families with 82          

children received winter wear items. 

Families will receive  the items by October 

30th, 2017. Just in time for the colder              

weather to come! 



 

Kiwanis Food 

Drive  

Nov 18, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettia & 

Wreath 

Delivery Day 

Fri. Dec 1, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas    
Hamper         

Registration  

November 1, 

2017 

 

 

 

Christmas 

Goodwill 

Hamper Day 

Thurs. Dec 14th, 

Upcoming Events  

Woolwich Community Services 

 

www.twitter.com/wcservices 

TOP TEN FOODBANK NEEDS FOR FALL 2017 

- Canned Fruit (no pineapple)                                                 - Shampoo  

- Meal Helpers (hamburger or tuna helpers)                    - Laundry Soap 

- Beef Chunky Soup                                                                  - Ketchup/Mayo 

- Canned Meat (turkey, ham, chicken)                                - Jam/Cheese Whiz 

- Apple Juice                                                                              - Sugar 
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Office Reception 

Monday afternoons 1-5, Thursday mornings 9-1, Friday mornings and  

afternoons 9-1 &1-5. 

Childcare Help 

Low German Support Program English School 

Provide childcare in the infant room Thursday mornings from 9:30-1:30.  

Hot Lunch is provided! 

Come Join Our Volunteer Team! 

 Current Update  

Fall Food Drive  

As of  1:07 pm on October 20th, 2017 

the Fall food Drive has brought in  

7024 pounds of food from schools, 

churches, individuals, and companies 

from all over the township! 

All donations can be dropped off at Woolwich Community Services, 5 

Memorial Ave., Elmira on or before December 8th, 2017.For more 

information or to volunteer, please call WCS office at 519-669-5139 


